Information  Paper  on  Restrictions  on  Wearing  the  Military  Uniform
1.
This information paper sets forth the guidance that is found in various Air Force Instructions and DoD publications on wearing the uniform.
2.
General rules – Air Force policy.  Air Force Instruction (AFI) 36-2903, Dress and Personal Appearance of Air Force Personnel, 29 Sep 02, Table 1.3, contains the following rules:

--
Wear the uniform when “performing military duties.”

--
Do not wear the uniform when “furthering political activities, private employment, or commercial interests.”

--
Do not wear the uniform when “working in an off-duty civilian capacity.”

--
Do not wear the uniform when “it would discredit the Armed Forces.”
Page 1 of AFI 36-2903 states:  “The Uniform Code of Military Justice applies to personnel who violate the specific prohibitions and requirements of this instruction.”
3.
General rules – DoD policy.  DoD Directive 1334.1, Wearing of the Uniform, August 11, 1969 (certified current as of November 21, 2003), paragraph 3, reads as follows:
3.
POLICY

3.1.
Members of the Armed Forces (including retired members and members of Reserve components).  The wearing of the uniform is prohibited under any of the following circumstances:

3.1.1.
At any meeting or demonstration that is a function of, or sponsored by an organization, association, movement, group, or combination of persons that the Attorney General of the United States has designated, pursuant to E.O. 10450 as amended (reference (b)), as totalitarian, fascist, communist, or subversive, or as having adopted a policy of advocating or approving the commission of acts of force or violence to deny others their rights under The Constitution of the United States, or as seeking to alter the form of Government of the United States by unconstitutional means.

3.1.2.
During or in connection with the furtherance of political activities, private employment or commercial interests, when an inference of official sponsorship for the activity or interest could be drawn.

3.1.3.
Except when authorized by competent Service authority, when participating in activities such as public speeches, interviews, picket lines, marches, rallies or any public demonstration (including those pertaining to civil rights), which may imply Service sanction of the cause for which the demonstration or activity is conducted.

3.1.4.
When wearing of the uniform would tend to bring discredit upon the Armed Forces.

3.1.5.
When specifically prohibited by regulations of the Department concerned.

4.
Testifying as a witness.  AFI 51-301, Civil Litigation, 1 Jul 02, paragraphs 9.16., 9.16.3. and 9.16.4. read as follows:

9.16.    Witnesses in Private Litigation.


…



9.16.3.
Air Force military personnel testifying in a nonofficial or private capacity shall not wear their uniform.


9.16.4.
Air Force personnel testifying in private litigation in their official capacity are in a duty status.
5.
Frocking.  The guidance on frocking can be found in DoD Directive 1334.2, Frocking of Commissioned Officers, February 12, 2002.  “Frocking” is defined at paragraph 3.3. of DoD Directive 1334.2 as follows:

Frocking.  The administrative authority from the Secretary of the Military Department concerned granting officers selected for promotion and, if required, confirmed by the U.S. Senate, but not yet promoted, the right to wear the insignia and uniform and assume the title of the next higher grade.

6.
Community relations  --  participation.  Chapter 8 of AFI 35-101, Public Affairs Policies and Procedures, 26 Jul 01, is entitled “Community Relations.”  Paragraph 8.5 provides guidelines on participating in community relations activities.  Paragraphs 8.5. and 8.5.5. read as follows:

8.5.
Participation Guidelines.



…


8.5.5.
Wear of Uniform.  Active duty Air Force may appear in uniform at local community-wide, civic sponsored events only when:  The approving commander believes participation is appropriate and in good taste; the individuals volunteer for the assignment; there is no interference with military duties or operations; participation involves no additional cost to the government; and the event meets the basic participation criteria below.
7.
Community relations -- selling photos of military members in uniform.  DoD Directive 5410.18, Public Affairs Community Relations Policy, November 20, 2001 (certified current as of November 25, 2003), paragraphs 4.1.1.1. and 4.1.1.2., read, in relevant part, as follows:

4.1.1.1.
A principal goal of all community relations activity is to increase understanding of the mission of the Department of Defense and the U. S. defense posture and capabilities by increasing public exposure to, and understanding of, military personnel, facilities, equipment, and programs.

4.1.1.2.
No charges or fees resulting in an increase in military funding above that allocated by Congress shall be imposed by the military installation or its agents for admission, parking, or viewing community relations activities.  Installations may provide special seating for distinguished visitors at no charge.  Charges for admission to military aircraft or other equipment are specifically prohibited as well as sales of photos of attendees at open houses donning military equipment or clothing or seated in military aircraft or equipment. Installations shall not impose unreasonable restrictions on visitors to encourage purchase of services. 

8.
Community relations -- military members serving in menial positions.  DoD Directive 5410.18, Public Affairs Community Relations Policy, November 20, 2001 (certified current as of November 25, 2003), paragraph 4.2.16., reads as follows:

4.2.16.
Demeaning or Menial Use of DoD Personnel.  Community relations activities shall not employ military personnel in uniform in such capacities as ushers, bag handlers, guards, escorts (to include escorts or other forms of support for beauty pageants, modeling, or similar events), messengers, parking lot attendants, or in similar capacities during public events conducted off military installations.
9.
Political activities.  AFI 51-902, Political Activities by Members of the US Air Force, 1 Jan 96, paragraph 4, states in relevant part:


4.
Permitted Activities.  Air Force members may:



…
4.3.
Attend political meetings or rallies as a spectator when not in uniform.

4.4.
Join a political club and attend its meetings when not in uniform.

4.5.
Serve as an election official, if such service is not as a representative of a partisan political party, does not interfere with military duties, is performed while out of uniform, and has the prior approval of the major command commander or equivalent authority.  This approval authority may be delegated, but not below the level of installation commander.


…



4.8.
Display a political sticker on the member’s private vehicle, or wear a political button when not in uniform and not on duty.

AFI 51-902, Political Activities by Members of the US Air Force, 1 Jan 96, paragraph 8, states in relevant part:


8.
Air Force Members on Active Duty for Less Than 30 Days.  They will:



…



8.3.
Refrain from participating in any political activity while in military uniform and from using government facilities for political activities.

10.
Raising funds by dressing down.  Table 1.3, Note 5 of the AFMC Supplement, dated 14 Feb 97, to AFI 36-2903, Dress and Personal Appearance of Air Force Personnel, states:
The wear of civilian clothing while performing military duties is strictly prohibited on AFMC bases unless approved in this supplement or unless special circumstances warrant; i.e., physical training, selected facility self help projects, etc.  Allowing the wear of civilian clothing in exchange for a monetary donation as a means of raising funds for any cause is also prohibited.
11.
Air Force members on radio or TV programs.  AFI 35-101, Public Affairs Policies and Procedures, 26 Jul 01, paragraph 6.74., reads as follows:
6.74.
Individual Participation in Radio and Television Programs.  Air Force members may appear on radio or television programs when such appearance does not detract from the dignity and prestige of the Air Force.  Exercise care to make sure a sponsor’s product or business practices do not reflect adversely on the Air Force.

6.74.1.
Air Force members must not endorse commercial products, services, or activities, either directly or by implication.  However, a formal disclaimer of endorsement is not necessary in a radio or television broadcast.

6.74.2.
The program is devoted entirely to observing a national holiday, or is dedicated to the armed forces or a particular service.
6.74.3.
The program is local and originates entirely from a military installation.

6.74.4.
The appearance of Air Force personnel is for a purpose that has no commercial counterpart, or that contributes to a specific Service interest.

6.74.5.
The program supports national interests.

6.74.6.
Members may appear when they are newsworthy in their own right, or when appearing as an Air Force official to provide information on Air Force subjects to the listening or viewing audience.

6.74.7.
Members may appear on an audience participation program without prior clearance of their remarks.

6.74.8.
Before Air Force members appear on a radio or television entertainment program, or to represent their own views, their unit, MAJCOM or FOA public affairs offices, and SAF/PAN will determine whether it is appropriate to wear the uniform.  Each case must be considered individually.

6.74.9.
In all cases the appearance must be coordinated with the proper public affairs office.  SAF/PAN may grant exceptions to the above rules.
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