Information Paper on Providing Speakers to a Conference Sponsored by a Non-Federal Entity

1.
Section 3-211a of the Joint Ethics Regulation (JER), DoD 5500.7-R, states:

3-211    Logistical Support of Non-Federal Entity Events
a.
The head [i.e., commander or civilian director] of a DoD Component command or organi-zation may provide DoD employees in their official capacities to express DoD policies as speakers, panel members or other participants, or, on a limited basis, the use of DoD facilities and equipment (and the services of DoD employees necessary to make proper use of the equipment), as logistical support of an event sponsored by a non-Federal entity, except for fundraising and membership drive events, when the head of the DoD command or organization determines all of the following:

(1)
The support does not interfere with the performance of official duties and would in no way detract from readiness;

(2)
DoD community relations with the immediate community and/or other legitimate DoD public affairs or military training interests are served by the support;

(3)
It is appropriate to associate DoD, including the concerned Military Department, with the event;

(4)
The event is of interest and benefit to the local civilian community, the DoD Component command or organization providing the support, or any other part of DoD;

(5)
The DoD Component command or organization [e.g., the military installation] is able and willing to provide the same support to comparable events that meet the criteria of this subsection and are sponsored by other similar non-Federal entities; 

(6)
The use is not restricted by other statutes…   or regulations;  and

(7)
No admission fee (beyond what will cover the reasonable costs of sponsoring the event) is charged for the event,  [or]

no admission fee (beyond what will cover the reasonable costs of sponsoring the event) is charged for the portion of the event supported by DoD, or

DoD support to the event is incidental to the entire event in accordance with public affairs guidance  [i.e., if the DoD employees who would be speakers at the conference were to drop out, the conference would still take place].
2.
Opinion of The Judge Advocate General of The Air Force 1996/131, dated 15 Aug 96, states:

Air Force installation commanders need to carefully consider criteria 5 [of JER 3-211a], which requires a willingness to provide the same type of support to comparable events.  The JER envisions even-handed support to non-DoD entities.  The Air Force cannot give preferential treatment to any private organization or activity.  …  In this regard, we note that the Air Force is asked to support innumerable charitable activities and special-interest events every year.  According to the JER, we cannot offer support for one activity and withhold support for similar activities.  This means that Air Force support of non-Federal activities must be carefully screened and limited to those events that have a direct connection to the Air Force mission.
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